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Chairman: Kevin Smith 

 

 

  Action 

21/193 Present 

Cllr Brian Aird (BA), Cllr Sheila Churchward (SC), Cllr Derek Madge (DM), Cllr 
Charles Nuttall (CN), Cllr Kevin Smith (KS), Cllr Lorne Smyth (LS), Cllr Renata 
Szewczyk (RS) 

Clerk: Mrs Jill Daw (JD) 

Deputy Clerk: Mrs Helen Hibbins (HH) 

Teignbridge District Councillor: Charles Nuttall (CN) 

Public: 2 

 

21/194 Apologies accepted from 

Devon County Councillor Alan Connett 

 

21/195 Declaration of interest on Agenda Items 

Cllr Smith declared an interest in 21/204 as a payee and would not vote on the 
item. 

 

21/196 Dispensation requests regarding Code of Conduct 

None received. 

 

21/197 Public open session (maximum 10 minutes) 

It was explained that the planned Airband presentation had been postponed. 

There were no comments from the public. 

 

21/198 To confirm the Draft Minutes of the EPC Meeting held on 4 May 2021 are 
an accurate record 

Resolved. 

 

21/199 Clerk’s Report 

1. A citizens’ assembly was being held by the Devon Climate Emergency 
Partnership throughout the summer. Details had been forwarded to the 
Environment Working Party. 

2. A resident had left a message reporting that youths were seen on the 
covered deck area in the Deepway Centre garden. The following day, 
Pre-school’s doorbell was found to be missing and there had been 
some disturbance of the equipment. 

3. There had been a landslide of mud from the NHS owned fields to the 
rear of Eager Way. Properties had been flooded. Teignbridge District 
Council and the NHS trust had been contacted and Cllr Connett had 
arranged for Highways to clean the road. Unfortunately, the situation 
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reoccurred on Sunday 16 May during further heavy rain. It was agreed 
that the Parish Council would write to the NHS in support of the 
residents. 

4. A resident had emailed asking the Parish Council to consider putting a 
bus shelter on Reddaway Drive for the benefit of Newton Abbot bound 
passengers. This had last been discussed in 2019 when it was decided 
that the Parish Council would not pursue the project. It was agreed that 
the request would be on a future agenda in conjunction with the 
Environment Working Party public transport actions report.   

5. A response from the Inspector of Police at Chudleigh had been 
received regarding Speedwatch and the potential for more sites to be 
approved in Exminster. The Speedwatch co-ordinator was drafting a 
reply. 

6. A recent enquiry about burying ashes in the Cemetery had highlighted 
the need to clarify who was allowed to perform the task. The current 
Cemetery Regulations state that a full interment has to be done by a 
Funeral Director but the regulation did not extend to ashes.  The 
regulations would be amended to reflect that a Funeral Director was 
also required to bury ashes.  

 

JD 

 

 

JD/ 

EWP 

 

JD 

 

 

JD 

 

21/200 To amend the Terms of Reference of the Matford Working Party to 
increase the number of Community Members to four. 

Resolved. 

 

JD 

21/201 To nominate John Ponsford as a Community Member on the Matford 
Working Party 

Resolved. 

 

  

PROPERTY & AMENITIES MATTERS 

 

21/202 To consider a request to use the MUGA/Deepway Green facilities, one 
evening a week to hold Kettlebell classes 

The consensus was that the institution of a formal booking system would be 
onerous and that it was always intended that the facilities were available on a 
first come, first served (fair usage) basis. The facility was open to all and 
should remain that way. 

As the request was for a commercial purpose, it was felt inappropriate for the 
MUGA to be used, on a summer evening.  

It was agreed that a response would be sent suggesting that the petanque 
area, or a green area nearby, would be suitable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 
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FINANCE MATTERS 

 

21/203 RFO’s report 

1. Direct debit payments during April: 

Nest £126.56 

Bankline £4.40 

EE £29.14 

Utilities Warehouse -£196.67 

2. The quarterly external compliance check on the website had 
highlighted two issues that were being addressed. 

 

21/204 Accounts for Approval  

It was resolved to approve payments in the sum of £4140.90.  

Cllr Smith did not vote as he was a payee. 

 

 

HH 

21/205 Draft accounts for April 2021 

Noted. 

(See appendix for details). 

 

/1 Budget Comparison Report 

There were no questions. 

 

/2 Balance Sheet 

There were no questions. 

 

21/206 To consider the Internal Auditor’s report for the 2020/21 Financial Year 

The full written report and the completed section of the Annual Governance 
and Accountability Report (AGAR) had been circulated. 

Suggestions had been made on the report relating to the budget comparison 
report, balance sheet and the payments for approval list. It was agreed that 
the budget comparison report and balance sheet would be included as 
appendices to the minutes. These would be available on the electronic version 
only due to space constraints on the notice board. 

 

 

 

 

 

HH 

21/207 To approve the Annual Governance statement for the 2020/21 Financial 
Year 

The AGAR Statement had been circulated. 

Each statement was read out and approved accordingly. 
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It was resolved to approve the Annual Governance statement that was signed 
by the Chairman and Clerk. 

HH 

21/208 To approve the Statement of Accounts for the 2020/21 Financial Year 

The AGAR Statement of Accounts and accompanying financial reports had 
been circulated. 

It was resolved to approve the Statement of Accounts that were signed by the 
Chairman. 

The Chairman thanked Helen Hibbins for all her hard work resulting in a very 
good audit report. 

 

 

HH 

 

21/209 To approve the Business Continuity Plan 2021 

Minimal changes had been made to the existing plan, but a new section was 
proposed in the event of a national emergency or disaster resulting in the 
suspension of Parish Council meetings (drawing on experience from the Covid 
pandemic). 

It was resolved to approve the reviewed Business Continuity Plan.  

 

 

 

 

JD 

  

PLANNING MATTERS 

 

21/210 Planning Decisions  

 21/00830/TPO - 4 Brunel View – fell one ash tree - REFUSED  

21/211 Other Planning Matters 

Regarding the Crablake Farm planning application discussed at the Parish 
Council meeting on 4 May: 

The response to the Crablake farm application was clarified relating to the 
screening of the waste. It was agreed that these comments would be 
submitted to Devon County Council: 

• that for the safety of everyone in the community in Exminster, all tractor and 
trailer transport to and from Crablake Farm is via the A379 and Powderham 
Cross;  

• to reduce as much as humanly possible the amount of micro plastics that will 
be mixed into the earth and remain in its structure for hundreds of years, the 
compost is always to be shredded and screened as two separate operations 
before being delivered to Crablake Farm;  

• the compost is never to be just shredded through a screen as a single 
operation rather than the two separate operations of shredding and screening 
above;  

• before the compost can be spread on the land it is to be litterpicked to remove 
as much plastic waste as possible, then spread onto the land;  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 
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• that the Environment Agency keeps the landowner aware of possible issues 
caused by plastic pollution to ensure long term care of the soil and safety of 
his crops.  

Cllr Smith mentioned an application outside the Parish that Councillors may 
wish to comment on. It proposed an advertising signage totem adjacent to the 
A38 for McDonalds. 

21/212 To note any planning matters regarding the Matford development 

Sarah Ratnage, Special Projects and Planning Manager at Devon County 
Council, had sent a draft brief for the Matford community centre that had been 
circulated to the Matford Working Party for comment.  

 

  

ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 

 

21/213 To inform Council the result of the Environmental Working Party logo 
competition  

The winning logo had been designed by Bansi Lal Ketki, a graphic designer 
based in Hyderabad, the capital city of southern India’s Telangana state. 
Council was grateful for his interest in the competition and very happy that the 
logo would be used for all future communications from the Working Party. 

It was agreed to send a copy of these minutes to Bansi La Ketki to formally 
thank him for his work.  

 

 

 

 

 

SC 

21/214 To agree to fund the hiring of the Victory Hall for a Public showing of ‘A 
Life on Our Planet’  

Lockdown restrictions permitting, the film would be shown on the evening of 3 
July in the Victory Hall with assistance from the Film Club. 

It was agreed to fund the hire of the Victory Hall for up to 8 hours. 

 

 

 

SC/HH 

21/215 To consider a paper from the Environment Working Party regarding the 
adoption of new grassland management on Parish Council land  

Standing Orders were suspended to allow Mr Jeremy Pyne to speak from the 
public gallery. 

The report recommended that a nature-friendly mowing regime was adopted 
in areas of Crockwells Meadow, Reddaway Drive and the Bowling Green. This 
would support biodiversity. A suitable communications program would be put 
in place to explain and inform the community; largely delivered by the 
Environment Working Party. 

The background to the recommendation was explained. Devon County 
Council and many other organisations were encouraging Councils to adopt a 
more sensitive approach to grassland management. 

The intention was that mowing of the margins was suspended from March to 
October. It was understood that the Parish Council had contractual obligations 
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for grounds management, and it was suggested that it was not essential to 
introduce this regime immediately.  

Councillors asked Mr Pyne for clarification on the report. 

• It was noted that the areas suggested were indicative.  

• It was confirmed that the views of the Green Spaces Group had been 
sought. 

• Brambles would not grow sufficiently in the non-mowing timeframe to 
become problematic.  

The Clerk explained that the grounds maintenance contract was reviewed 
annually in September. The views of the contractor would be sought regarding 
the precise locations of the margins. 

The overlap between the work of the Environment Working Party and Green 
Spaces Group was noted. It was suggested that the Terms of Reference for 
both Working Parties were re-considered. 

It was proposed to accept the recommendation to start in September/October 
this year to be reviewed in October 2022. 

Resolved. 

Standing Orders were reinstated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

 

 

JD 

21/216 To receive a report on the result of the Co-car and E-bike survey 

This item was taken after item 21/217 for continuity and logic. 

The response to the survey had been disappointing but indicated that Co-
bikes would be more popular than Co-cars. However, if vehicle charging 
points were installed in the village there was a possibility that one Co-car may 
be viable. 

Some months ago a section of the Car Park at the Priests House was 
suggested as a possible Co-bikes site. It was agreed that Cllr Churchward 
would pursue the matter with Mark Hodgson at the Rapid Charging Project 
consortium. 

It was clarified that the Parish Council’s role was as a facilitator, providing 
local information. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SC 

 

21/217 To receive a report on the Electric Vehicle charging point survey  

The survey responses received by 19 April had been disappointingly low and 
it was unclear whether the survey was still open.  

it was agreed that the Dryfield Car Park option would not be suitable as a site 
for four electric vehicle spaces and an alternative site on Reddaway Drive 
near the junction with Exminster Garage would be more appropriate. 

It was agreed that Cllr Churchward would liaise with Mark Hodgson at the 
Rapid Charging Project consortium to inform him the Dryfield site was not 
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acceptable to the Council and to consider the location for electric vehicle 
charging points to the bottom of Reddaway Drive if it was technically and 
commercially feasible. 

SC 

21/218 Councillors’ Reports – for information only 

1. Cllr Nuttall continued to pursue the Vehicle Activated Sign project. 

2. Cllr Smith reminded Councillors that the AGM of the Victory Hall Trust 
would take place at 7pm on Tuesday 18 May. 

 

21/219 Public Open Session – (Maximum 10 minutes) 

No comments.  

 

 

The meeting closed at: 21:08 

Date and time of next meeting: Monday 7 June 2021 

Venue: Victory Hall, Exminster 

 

Signed:…Kevin Smith…….  Date:…7 June 2021……… 

 



Financial Budget Comparison
Comparison between 01/04/21 and 30/04/21 inclusive.

Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/21

Actual Net Actual Net 

(year to date)
2021/2022 Balance

INCOME

Ring Fenced/Designated Funds

41 £70.00Cemetery (Burial Fees) £70.00£0.00 £70.00

42 £0.00Footpaths £0.00£0.00 £0.00

£70.00Total Ring Fenced/Designated Funds £70.00£0.00 £70.00

Precept

11 £70,437.50Precept £70,437.50£140,875.00 -£70,437.50

£70,437.50Total Precept £70,437.50£140,875.00 -£70,437.50

Interest

21 £4.47Interest on NatWest £4.47£100.00 -£95.53

23 £0.00Interest on Unity Trust £0.00£200.00 -£200.00

28 £0.00Dividend on CCLA Milbury Reach Funds £0.00£300.00 -£300.00

29 £0.00Dividend on CCLA General Fund £0.00£300.00 -£300.00

£4.47Total Interest £4.47£900.00 -£895.53

Other Income

13 £0.00Council Tax Support Grant £0.00£0.00 £0.00

31 £71.90Leases, Wayleaves and allotments £71.90£300.00 -£228.10

32 £0.00Refunds £0.00£0.00 £0.00

33 £60.00Miscellaneous £60.00£0.00 £60.00

35 £0.00Grant Income £0.00£0.00 £0.00

50 £149,559.50Community Infrastructure Levy £149,559.50£0.00 £149,559.50

£149,691.40Total Other Income £149,691.40£300.00 £149,391.40

Value Added Tax

£0.00Total Value Added Tax £0.00£0.00 £0.00

£220,203.37Total Income £220,203.37£142,075.00 £78,128.37

EXPENDITURE

Amenities

1001 £196.00Bowling Green £196.00£1,601.00 £1,405.00

Page 105/05/21    10:00 AM Vs: 8.56 Exminster Parish Council
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Financial Budget Comparison
Comparison between 01/04/21 and 30/04/21 inclusive.

Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/21

Actual Net Actual Net 

(year to date)
2021/2022 Balance

1002 £290.00Crockwells Meadow £290.00£3,708.00 £3,418.00

1003 £424.41Deepway Green General Maintenance £424.41£7,210.00 £6,785.59

1004 £84.00Dryfield £84.00£1,524.00 £1,440.00

1006 £0.00Public Toilet £0.00£1,030.00 £1,030.00

1007 £224.00Spurfield £224.00£2,884.00 £2,660.00

1008 £84.00Townfield £84.00£1,030.00 £946.00

1009 £0.00VH Flower Beds £0.00£103.00 £103.00

1010 £0.00VH Surrounds £0.00£309.00 £309.00

1011 £252.00Non EPC Owned Amenities £252.00£2,060.00 £1,808.00

1012 £529.00Existing Asset Maintenance £529.00£10,000.00 £9,471.00

1013 £0.00Primrose Bank and Planter £0.00£124.00 £124.00

1014 £224.00Hospital Drive £224.00£2,744.00 £2,520.00

1015 £0.00Minster Park Surrounds £0.00£1,030.00 £1,030.00

1016 £0.00Tree Contract £0.00£2,060.00 £2,060.00

1017 £0.00Green Spaces Group £0.00£500.00 £500.00

1018 £0.00Environmental Initiatives £0.00£515.00 £515.00

1019 £0.00Maintenance Contract Contingency Planning £0.00£13,000.00 £13,000.00

£2,307.41Total Amenities £2,307.41£51,432.00 £49,124.59

Staff Costs

3001 £1,323.47Parish Clerk £1,323.47£17,000.00 £15,676.53

3002 £1,768.05Deputy Clerk/RFO/Communications £1,768.05£22,600.00 £20,831.95

3003 £487.81Caretaker/Litter Picker £487.81£5,400.00 £4,912.19

3005 £0.00Locum Clerk/RFO £0.00£2,000.00 £2,000.00

3010 -£635.23HMRC Control Accounts -£635.23£0.00 £635.23

3011 £0.00Pension Contributions £0.00£0.00 £0.00

£2,944.10Total Staff Costs £2,944.10£47,000.00 £44,055.90

General Administration
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Financial Budget Comparison
Comparison between 01/04/21 and 30/04/21 inclusive.

Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/21

Actual Net Actual Net 

(year to date)
2021/2022 Balance

6001 £0.00Audit Fees £0.00£1,200.00 £1,200.00

6002 £0.00Legal and Professional Fees £0.00£5,000.00 £5,000.00

6003 £0.00Chairman's Expenses £0.00£300.00 £300.00

6004 £0.00Room Hire £0.00£1,200.00 £1,200.00

6005 £0.00Insurances £0.00£3,000.00 £3,000.00

6006 £4.40Bank Charges inc Bankline £4.40£100.00 £95.60

6007 £0.00Members' Expenses & Training £0.00£750.00 £750.00

6008 £19.17Staff Expenses & Training £19.17£1,100.00 £1,080.83

6009 £680.00General Subscriptions £680.00£1,500.00 £820.00

6010 £136.78Postage & Telephones £136.78£1,000.00 £863.22

6012 £36.64Office Supplies/Maintenance £36.64£1,800.00 £1,763.36

6014 £0.00Payroll running costs £0.00£400.00 £400.00

6015 £64.37Software Subscriptions £64.37£3,000.00 £2,935.63

6016 £0.00Election costs £0.00£1,000.00 £1,000.00

6017 £0.00Community Plan Refresh £0.00£0.00 £0.00

6018 £0.00Publications £0.00£1,000.00 £1,000.00

6019 £0.00Matford Planning Support £0.00£0.00 £0.00

£941.36Total General Administration £941.36£22,350.00 £21,408.64

Ring Fenced/Designated Funds

4001 £194.99Cemetery £194.99£0.00 -£194.99

4002 £0.00Footpaths £0.00£0.00 £0.00

4005 £0.00Lot 9 Play Equipment Maintenance £0.00£0.00 £0.00

4007 £126.00Wilderness £126.00£0.00 -£126.00

4013 £0.00General Asset Maintenance Sinking Fund £0.00£18,000.00 £18,000.00

4018 £0.00Grants obtained through EPC £0.00£0.00 £0.00

4020 £0.00Community Infrastructure Levy Projects £0.00£0.00 £0.00

4021 £0.00Milbury Reach S106 Funds £0.00£0.00 £0.00
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Financial Budget Comparison
Comparison between 01/04/21 and 30/04/21 inclusive.

Excludes transactions with an invoice date prior to 01/04/21

Actual Net Actual Net 

(year to date)
2021/2022 Balance

4022 £0.00Community Plan Projects £0.00£0.00 £0.00

£320.99Total Ring Fenced/Designated Funds £320.99£18,000.00 £17,679.01

Grant Funding

5001 £0.00Community Small Grants £0.00£3,000.00 £3,000.00

£0.00Total Grant Funding £0.00£3,000.00 £3,000.00

Value Added Tax

9001 £0.00VAT input tax £0.00£0.00 £0.00

£0.00Total Value Added Tax £0.00£0.00 £0.00

£6,513.86Total Expenditure £6,513.86£141,782.00 £135,268.14

£220,203.37
Total Income

£6,513.86
Total Expenditure

£213,689.51
Total Net Balance

£220,203.37£142,075.00

£6,513.86£141,782.00

£213,689.51£293.00

£78,128.37

£135,268.14
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Page 1

Opening 
Balance

Income Expenditure Debtors Creditors Transfers
Closing 
Balance

Notes

01/04/2021 30/04/2021

£ £ £ £ £ £ £

Current Assets

Investments

Current Account NatWest 500.00 500.00

Reserve Account NatWest 530,400.01 221,164.98 -6,826.01 -1.00 744,737.98

Treasurer's Account Lloyds TSB 85,005.00 1.00 85,006.00

Public Sector Deposit Fund (Milbury) 77,210.39 77,210.39

Public Sector Deposit Fund (General) 41,591.62 41,591.62

Unity Trust Bank 85,785.04 85,785.04

Total Investments 820,492.06 1,034,831.03

VAT Recoverable 961.61 -961.61 137.15 137.15

Debtors

Payment in Advance 2,327.43 -2,327.43

Total Current Assets 823,781.10 1,034,968.18

Current Liabilities

Creditors -175.00 -175.00

Accruals

Total Current Liabilities -175.00

Net Assets 823,781.10 1,035,143.18

Exminster Parish Council Balance Sheet - Assets and Liabilities

2021-04 Balance Sheet 10/05/2021

Draft



Page 2

Opening 
Balance

Receipts Payments Debtors Creditors Transfers
Closing 
Balance

Notes

01/04/2020 30/04/2021

£ £ £ £ £ £ £

Cemetery 14,179.03 70.00 -194.99 14,054.04

Community Plan Projects 50,179.02 50,179.02

Assets Sinking Fund 140,405.00 140,405.00

Grounds Maintenance Contingency 30,000.00 30,000.00

Wilderness 273.15 -126.00 147.15

Footpaths -348.38 -348.38 

Lot 9 play equipment; maintenance 2,958.16 2,958.16

Milbury Reach S106 (28/04/2014 - 5 yrs) 11,881.05 11,881.05

Community Infrastructure Levy 357,752.21 149,559.50 507,311.71

General Fund 216,326.86 70,573.87 -6,192.87 278,555.43

Total Funds 823,606.10 220,203.37 -6,513.86 1,035,143.18

Designated Funds

Restricted Funds

Agrees with Net Assets Total on page 1

Agrees with Budget Comparison Report

Exminster Parish Council Balance Sheet - Fund Breakdown

2021-04 Balance Sheet 10/05/2021

Draft


