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FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday 6 September 2021 at 7.30pm  

Victory Hall, Main Road, Exminster 

MINUTES 

Chairman: Kevin Smith 

 

  Action 

21/349 Present 

Cllr Brian Aird (BA), Cllr Derek Madge (DM), Cllr Charles Nuttall (CN), Cllr 
Kevin Smith (KS) 

Deputy Clerk: Mrs Helen Hibbins (HH) 

Teignbridge District Councillor: Charles Nuttall (CN) 

Public: 3 

 

21/350 Apologies accepted from 

Cllr Lorne Smyth (LS) – personal reasons 

Cllr Sheila Churchward (SC) – personal reasons 

 

21/351 Declaration of interest on Agenda Items 

None declared. 

 

21/352 Dispensation requests regarding Code of Conduct 

None received. 

 

21/353 Public open session 

No comments. 

 

21/354 To confirm the Draft Minutes of the EPC Meeting held on 16 August 2021 
are an accurate record 

Resolved. 

 

21/355 County Councillors Report on items other than those on the agenda 

Devon County Councillor Alan Connett was not present. 

 

21/356 District Councillors Reports on items other than those on the agenda 

Nothing to report. 

 

21/357 Chairman’s Report 

1. An invitation to a meeting and site visit regarding the roadworks on the 
A379 had been received. Cllr Nuttall would attend if the Chairman was 
unable to. 

 

21/358 Clerk’s Report   
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1. There was an unauthorised encampment on Spurfield between 23 and 
25 August. The eviction was handled by Devon Investigations. The 
invoice for the eviction had not been received to date. 

2. Pizza A Legna, usually trading from Deepway Car Park, used Dryfield 
as an alternative during the encampment. The trader was considering 
trading from Dryfield on a regular basis and wondered if the Parish 
Council had any objection to this. As this was a Teignbridge District 
Council owned Car Park, the Parish Council could not comment. 

3. An email was received from a resident who was concerned about 
aggressive behaviour in the under 8’s play area on Tuesday 24 August. 
Reassurance was given that the Parish Council were aware of the 
situation and that it was unlikely to recur. 

4. An email was received requesting details of amenities offered and 
policies held relevant to the Travellers during their stay on Spurfield. A 
response had been sent referring them to Teignbridge District Council, 
having responsibility for housing and traveller pitches.  

5. An email was received from a resident concerned about the potential 
for an unauthorised encampment on the green area on Reddaway 
Drive. 

6. An invitation had been received for the Chairman to the attend the 
Annual Dawlish Civic Service on Sunday 26 September. The Chairman 
was not able to attend. 

7. A request had been received seeking permission for 2nd Exminster 
Scouts to hold a firework display on Friday 5 November at Deepway 
Green. A copy of the public liability insurance had been requested and 
the item would be on the agenda for a decision at the next meeting. 

8. Footpath 13A between Chudleigh Road and the A379 would be closed 
from October for up to six months due to construction of the pedestrian 
bridge across the A379.  

9. The public toilet had been closed between 4 and 6 September due to a 
blockage. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

 

21/359 To discuss the report from the Devon County Council Neighbourhood 
Highway Officer on the recent speed checks completed in Exminster to 
progress the installation on Vehicle Activated Signs (VAS) 

Speed monitoring on Main Road had been carried out by Devon County 
Council between 9 and 15 July. The average speed recorded did not warrant 
action by Devon County Council so any sign installation would be the Parish 
Council’s responsibility. Cllr Nuttall read the statistics from the monitoring that 
conflicted with the results that Speedwatch had collected which indicated that 
approximately 12% of vehicles would be reportable (speeds over 35mph). 

The VAS in Kenn and Kennford had proved effective and costings of the signs 
and installation had been sought. Cllr Nuttall and the RFO would research this 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CN/HH 
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and bring the results to a future Parish Council meeting. It was noted that the 
Parish Council would be liable for the cost of the signs, regular calibration, 
ongoing maintenance and appropriate insurance. 

Cllr Nuttall explained that the request for a 20mph speed limit would not be 
considered until the results of a trial in Newton Abbot had been evaluated. 

JD 

21/360 To receive a recommendation on commemorative plaques for trees 
planted to celebrate Queen Elizabeth II 90th Birthday and Diamond 
Jubilee.  

Quotations had been sourced and a paper circulated explaining the options. 

It was resolved to approve the recommendation of a marble effect corian 
plaque in the sum of £206.75 including VAT (per plaque). 

It was agreed to replace the existing plaque, commemorating the 90th 
Birthday, in the first instance.  

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

 PROPERTY & AMENITIES MATTERS  

21/361 To discuss options for securing Deepway Green and Spurfield from 
unauthorised encampment 

The discussion was expanded to include the land on Reddaway Drive. 

• Deepway and Spurfield - Cllr Aird had met with the grounds contractor 
who had suggested moving the boulders on Deepway green to 
strategic locations to restrict the width of openings, thereby deterring 
large vehicles. This would be a relatively inexpensive solution and it 
was agreed that the Clerk, in conjunction with the grounds contractor 
would explore this in more detail. Cllr Aird would seek advice on access 
for a fire engine. The dilemma between preventing unauthorised 
encampments and allowing community use was discussed. 

• Reddaway Drive - It was thought that the only way to secure this area 
was with a trench and mound, similar to that at Milbury Barton. It was 
suggested that Chamonix (who had responsibility for the Milbury Barton 
land) was contacted for information about installation. Access for 
maintenance would need to be considered and it was possible that the 
commemorative tree for the Queen’s 90th birthday would have to be re-
sited. This would be discussed at a future Parish Council meeting. 

• A further option, of an assurance agreement with Devon Investigations 
(who had carried out the eviction) would be considered at a future 
meeting. Information on the packages, providing different levels of 
cover, had been received. 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

 

BA 

 

 

 

JD 

 

 

JD/HH 

 

 

 FINANCE MATTERS  

21/362 Accounts for Approval  

It was resolved to approve payments in the sum of £6167.75 

 

HH 
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21/363 To receive a recommendation on annual insurance cover 

Three quotations had been sought. Because of the level of reserves held by 
the Parish Council (due to receipt of CIL) the sum insured by the Fidelity 
Guarantee had doubled and it had proved difficult to find an insurance 
company who could accommodate this.  

A separate Fidelity Guarantee could be sought outside the Local Council 
insurance sector, but the cost was more than the standard policy cost.  

As the premium with the existing insurer had doubled when the Fidelity 
Guarantee was considered, it was recommended that a policy was taken out 
with Zurich in the sum of £2187.58 for one year only in the first instance. 

Resolved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HH 

 PLANNING MATTERS  

21/364 Planning Applications  

/1 21/01808/HOU, 150 Milbury Farm Meadow - Two storey and single storey 
rear extension 

The extension would increase the living area and provide a study and 
bathroom. 

It was resolved to support the application and make the following comments: 

• Contractors will need to park sensibly during the building works to 
avoid further traffic problems on the estate and to allow emergency 
vehicles to pass.  

• For the amenity of neighbours, building works should be restricted to 
Mon-Fri 0800-1700, Sat 0800-1300 with none on Sundays or Bank 
Holidays.  

• To meet the Parish Council’s biodiversity expectations, the extension 
should include bat, bee, and bird habitats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HH 

/2 21/01664/HOU, 46 Miller Way, Exminster – Single storey rear extension 

The extension was almost complete and it appeared that planning permission 
was being sought retrospectively. There were comments from neighbours on 
the Teignbridge District Council planning portal concerning overlooking and 
expressing disappointment that they had not been informed of the 
development prior to commencement. 

It was resolved to object to the application because  

• Work had commenced before the application process gave neighbours 
and the Parish Council the opportunity to make comments on privacy 
and amenity.  
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• To meet Exminster Parish Council’s biodiversity expectations, the 
applicant should have included bat, bee, and bird habitats in the 
development.  

 

HH 

/3 21/01816/FUL, The Manor, Main Road - Retention of detached visitor 
meeting pod 

It was noted that the pod blended in well with the building. 

It was resolved to support the application. 

 

 

HH 

/4 21/01491/FUL, Matford Home Farm, Matford Mews - Use of agricultural 
building as a hand car wash and valeting service 

There were no submissions on the Teignbridge District Council planning portal 
from residents of Matford Mews. 

The building was already being used for the purpose applied for.  

It was resolved not to comment on the application. 

 

 

 

 

HH 

/5 21/01380/HOU, 6 Higher Aboveway - New plans of proposed demolition 
of existing single storey structures and the construction of two storey 
rear and side extensions 

A similar application for this property had been considered before. There was 
concern about the impact on residents of Higher Aboveway during the works 
as the road was very narrow.  

It was resolved to comment on the application as follows: 

• The extensive works will mean a large volume of traffic in a particularly 
congested area of the village with poor access over a long duration. 
Therefore the applicant should provide a traffic management plan, to 
ensure that the amenity of neighbours and safety of all road will be 
maintained. 

• For the amenity of neighbours, building works should be restricted to 
Mon-Fri 0800-1700, Sat 0800-1300 with none on Sundays or Bank 
Holidays.  

• To meet Exminster Parish’s biodiversity expectations, the applicant 
should include bee habitats in the development as well as the bat and 
bird habitats that are recommended in the Preliminary Ecological 
Survey by George Bemment Associates.  

• Recommendations by George Bemment Associates, Chapters 1 and 4 
should be adhered to and made a Condition of Planning Consent, 
especially those regarding erection of, and timing of, scaffolding and 
construction works on the south side of the house adjacent.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HH 

/6 21/01902/HOU – 40 Jupes Close – single storey rear extension  
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The proposed extension would blend with the existing property and was in 
accordance with Neighbourhood Development Plan policy EXM3 (quality of 
design). 
It was resolved to support the application and comment: 

• To meet Exminster Parish Council’s biodiversity expectations, the 
applicant should include bat, bee, and bird habitats in the development.  

Cllr Churchward was thanked for her diligent work on the planning 
applications that greatly assisted the Parish Council in making informed 
decisions.  

 

 

 

 

HH 

21/365 Planning Decisions 

Noted as listed beneath. 

 

/1 19/01224/MAJ – Land off Chudleigh Road, Alphington – Erection of 21 
dwellings with associated landscaping and access - GRANTED 

 

/2 19/01319/MAJ – Land at South West Exeter, Markham Lane – Details of 102 
dwellings and associated infrastructure and open space (approval sought for 
layout, scale, landscaping, and appearance) pursuant to outline application 
15/00708/MAJ - GRANTED 

 

/3 21/01045/ADV – Land at South West Exeter, Matford – Two free-standing 
sign boards - GRANTED 

 

 OTHER PLANNING MATTERS  

21/366 To note any planning matters regarding the Matford development 

A meeting would take place with Sarah Ratnage and representatives from the 
NHS regarding the Community Facility on Friday 10 September at 2pm. Cllrs 
Aird and Smith would attend alongside the Deputy Clerk. 

 

21/367 To discuss a timetable for a media strategy relating to the Teignbridge 
District Council Local Plan 

As publication of the draft Local Plan was not due until July 2022, it was 
suggested that discussions took place nearer that time. In the meantime, the 
Parish Council would maintain a watching brief on developments.  

On a related topic, two residents had requested a meeting with Councillors 
regarding updating the Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 

 ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS  

21/368 To agree the draft response to the Peninsula Transport consultation on 
its vision and goals for the South West transport network 

The Environment Working Party had recommended a response to the survey.  

Standing Orders were suspended to allow the Chair of the Environment 
Working Party, Mr David Nappin, to speak. 
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In addition to the circulated response, it was suggested that the free text in 
question 2 (related to the enhancing the resilience of the transport network) 
was expanded to include the mid to long-term benefit. This amendment was 
approved and Mr Nappin would make the alteration and re-send the report to 
the Clerk for submission. 

It was agreed to put the Clerk as the contact. 

Standing orders were re-instated.  

It was resolved to submit the report. 

21/369 Councillors’ Reports – for information only 

No reports. 

 

21/370 Public Open Session  

Comments: 

1. When would the Ridge Top Park open?  

Cllr Nuttall would investigate and report back.  

2. Access to the allotments should be considered when preventing large 
vehicles from accessing Spurfield. 

3. Signage was required to encourage cyclists to use the cycle path 
through Milbury Reach as an alternative to cycling on Main Road.  

It was thought that the Parish Council would need to supply and install 
the signs. It was acknowledged that the cycle path project needed to be 
revisited. 

4. Chudleigh described itself as a hedgehog friendly village. Could 
Exminster follow Chudleigh’s lead?  

It was suggested that this could be raised at a meeting of the 
Environment Working Party with the potential that suitable wording 
could be included in planning responses. 

5. The statistics from Devon County Council’s speed monitoring were 
questioned in comparison with the Speedwatch results. 

 

 

The meeting closed at 20:39 

Date and time of next meeting: Monday 20 September 2021 at 7.30pm 

Venue: Victory Hall, Exminster 

 

 

Signed:…Kevin Smith…….  Date:…20 September 2021… 


