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FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday 1 November 2021 at 7.30pm  

Victory Hall, Main Road, Exminster 

MINUTES 

Chairman: Kevin Smith 

 

 

  Action 

21/442 Present 

Cllr Brian Aird (BA), Cllr Sheila Churchward (SC), Cllr Derek Madge (DM), 
Cllr Charles Nuttall (CN), Cllr Kevin Smith (KS), Cllr Lorne Smyth (LS) 

Clerk: Mrs Jill Daw (JD) 

Deputy Clerk: Mrs Helen Hibbins (HH) 

Devon County Councillor: Alan Connett (AC) 

Teignbridge District Councillor: Charles Nuttall (CN) 

Public: 4 

 

21/443 Apologies accepted from 

None offered.  

 

21/444 Declaration of interest on Agenda Items 

None declared. 

 

21/445 Dispensation requests regarding Code of Conduct 

None received. 

 

21/446 Public open session (maximum 10 minutes) 

No comments. 

 

21/447 To confirm the Draft Minutes of the EPC Meeting held on the 18 
October 2021 are an accurate record 

Resolved. 

 

21/448 County Councillors Report on items other than those on the agenda 

Devon County Councillor Alan Connett reported that  

1. he had found some historical information about Exe Vale hospital that 
would be of interest to the History Society.  

2. unfortunately, a dead wild animal had been reported on the pavement 
near the entrance to the village. Teignbridge District Council and 
Devon County Council had attended.  
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3. double yellow line applications were currently being screened for 
feasibility by Highways. 

4. he continued to pursue funding for a bus service to the South West 
Exeter development with Devon County Council and Teignbridge 
District Council. Additional information had recently come to light that 
was awaiting confirmation. 

21/449 District Councillors Reports on items other than those on the agenda 

Teignbridge District Councillor Charles Nuttall reported that 

1. confirmation had been received from Airband that the superfast 
broadband roll out would be complete in Summer 2022. 

2. a third consultation stage for the Teignbridge District Council Local 
Plan would start at the end of November. Councillors expressed 
concern about the length of the consultation due to the Christmas 
Holidays.  

3. he would attend the consultation regarding the naming of the All-
Through School at South West Exeter. 

 

21/450 Chairman’s Report 

No items to report. 

 

21/451 Clerk’s Report  

1. A resident had emailed to thank those responsible for installing the 
new kissing gates on the footpath near Kerswell Grange. The email 
had been forwarded to the new local Footpath Warden. 

2. A resident of Berry Cottages had complained about the impending 
traffic restrictions at the junction of Berrybrook. A response had been 
sent following liaison with Cllr Connett. 

3. An email had been received with a list of suggestions how road safety 
could be improved in the village. All suggestions had already been 
considered by the either the Parish Council or Devon County Council. 
A response had been sent accordingly. 

4. Following discussion at the Parish Council meeting on 18 October, 
Exminster Long Table had responded that a decision on the future of 
the company would be made at the end of November. Currently, the 
constitution stated that any assets would be passed to the Victory Hall 
Trust. 

5. Work to the Victory Hall pavers was almost complete. 

6. The Chairman was unable to attend the Civic Service in Dawlish on 
28 November. Another Councillor could attend in lieu. 
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7. Teignbridge District Council’s Christmas Tree recycling collection 
would take place on the weekend of the 8/9 January. 

8. The replacement play train for the Under 8’s area at Deepway Green 
was scheduled for installation in the week commencing 8 November. 
The play area would remain open for the duration of the work, with 
only the installation area cordoned off. 

9. Justin Milton, Operations Manager at Westbank Community Health 
and Care  

a. had asked the Parish Council’s thoughts about having 
additional signage in the village to promote and direct traffic to 
the Westbank Centre and the Football Club.  

b. had enquired about ownership of the land behind the 
Westbank Centre following excessive run-off from fields 
causing closure of the disabled access ramp. 

10. 3,000 Crocus bulbs had been planted in Dryfield by the Green Spaces 
Group. 

11. There would only be one Parish Council meeting in December on 
Monday 6. Mince pies and mulled wine would be served. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

21/452 To consider the draft response to New Exeter Local Plan Issues 
Document, and Draft Statement of Community Involvement  

Cllr Churchward had examined the documents and presented a paper 
suggesting potential responses that the Parish Council could make. 

The rationale behind the response to each question was explained. Some 
minor amendments and additions were noted during discussion. These 
would be incorporated.  

It was resolved that the Chairman and Clerk, in conjunction with Cllr 
Churchward, were authorised to submit the response. 

Cllr Churchward was thanked for her work on this matter.    

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS/JD 

/SC 

 PROPERTY & AMENITIES MATTERS 
 

21/453 

 

To agree a maximum budget of £400 for the purchase of and lighting of 
the village Christmas tree 

It was resolved to set a maximum budget of £500 due to a shortage of trees 
potentially raising the cost.   

 

 

JD 

21/454 To agree a subscription to Parish Online in the sum of £264 per annum 
for tracking assets therefore assisting with maintenance and insurance 

The Clerk and Deputy Clerk had attended a presentation on the mapping 
software during the Devon Association of Local Council’s conference. It 
would be beneficial because it would hold all information in one place that 
would be accessible to both staff and Councillors in perpetuity. 
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It was noted that it would be an onerous task to input the data and that 
suitable arrangements would need to be made. 

Cllr Churchward had attended a separate presentation and agreed that it 
would have multiple uses for the Parish Council. 

Resolved. 

 

 

 

HH 

 FINANCE MATTERS 
 

21/455 Accounts for Approval  

It was resolved to approve payments in the sum of £1363.15. 

 

HH 

21/456 To appoint an internal auditor for the 2022/23 Financial year 

The Parish Council changed its Internal Auditor last year. It was considered 
good practice to change Internal Auditors every 3 years.  

Although another Internal Auditor had been approached for a comparative 
quotation, they were not able to take the work on.  

It was resolved to appoint Julie Lawes to carry out the 2022/23 Internal Audit 
at a cost of £400. 

 

 

 

 

 

HH 

 PLANNING MATTERS 
 

21/457 Planning Decisions 

Noted as listed below. 

 

/1 

/2 

 

 

/3 

21/01975/HOU, 108 Berrybrook Meadow – Retention Of Porch – GRANTED 

21/01685/LBC, Church Stile House, Church Stile – Replacement Windows – 

GRANTED 

21/01816/FUL, S/O The Manor, Main Road - Retention Of Detached Visitor 

Meeting Pod Until 30Th June 2023 – GRANTED 

 

 OTHER PLANNING MATTERS 
 

21/458 To note any planning matters regarding the Matford development 

1. Construction work had started on the All Through School scheduled to 
open in September 2023. The Ted Wragg Trust was holding a 
consultation to name the new school and Cllr Nuttall would attend.  

2. A meeting had taken place with representatives from the NHS and 
Devon County Council regarding the Community Building. 
Subsequently, draft plans had been circulated that the Matford 
Working Party had commented on. The next meeting was scheduled 
for 8 November. 

3. Teignbridge District Council had received an application from 
Cavanna homes for an additional 37 houses on land around 
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Grassmead. This was unrelated to the other Cavanna applications 
and currently not covered under a s106 agreement. It was agreed to 
ask for an extension to respond to the application until after the Parish 
Council meeting on 6 December. 

 

HH/ 

JD 

21/459 To consider any developments made by Teignbridge District Council 
and Devon County Council to provide a bus service for the South West 
development 

Cllr Connett had dealt with this issue in his report. 

 

21/460 To consider a timeline to revise the Exminster Neighbourhood 
Development Plan 

Consideration had been given to the relationship between the Teignbridge 
District Council Local Plan review and the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan. It was concluded that the reviews should align with each other. 

To progress matters, a meeting would be convened with Spatial Planning 
officers and the portfolio holder for planning at the earliest opportunity. 

On a related matter, the third consultation stage of the Local Plan review 
would be on the agenda on 6 December. 

 

 

 

 

 

HH 

 ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
 

21/461 To update Council on the Environmental Working Party (EWP) actions 

A comprehensive report on progress to date and potential future workload, 
written by David Nappin (Chairman of the Environment Working Party) had 
been circulated.  

The content of the report and the results achieved in a relatively short time 
span was impressive. The Environment Working Party members were 
thanked for their hard work.  

The report would be published on the Parish Council’s website and 
advertised through Facebook. 

Standing Orders were suspended to allow David Nappin to speak from the 
public gallery to explain how some of the actions had evolved. 

It was requested that the Environment Working Party update their action 
plan expanding on some of the items in the report.  

Questions were raised about the cycle-path scheme. The Parish Council felt 
that the “20 is Plenty” campaign would negate the need for a dedicated cycle 
path through the village. However, it was acknowledged that this was not 
likely to come forward soon. In the meantime, the provision of signage for 
the cycle path from Main Road into Milbury Reach should be investigated 
and it was suggested that a member of the Environment Working Party could 
take on the project in the first instance with the findings taken to Devon 
County Council for a safety audit and approval. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HH 

 

 

EWP 

 

 

 

 

 

EWP/JD 
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Standing Orders were reinstated.   

21/462 To report on the ‘Wild About Teignbridge Workshop’ attended by a 
representative of the Environment Working Party 

Jeremy Pyne had attended the meeting on behalf of Exminster Parish 
Council. 

Standing Orders were suspended to allow Jeremy Pyne to speak from the 
public gallery to summarise the presentations. Actions had been identified 
that could be taken forward through the Environment Working Party. 

The role of the Wildlife Warden was clarified.  

Connections between the Ridge Top Park, the RSPB and the Exe Estuary 
could be forged. It was noted that a representative from the RSPB would be 
giving a presentation at the Parish Council meeting on 6 December. 

 

21/463 To further consider a request to fund a data search of biodiversity 
records in relation to Exminster at a cost of £249 + VAT 

The basis of the request was outlined in a document that had been 
circulated to all Councillors. The intention was to glean a baseline of natural 
assets to inform the Environment Action Plan. The search would include the 
area within a 2km radius from the centre of the parish. Jeremy Pyne gave 
further detail on the benefit of the search and how the data could be used in 
practice. 

Standing Orders were reinstated. 

It was resolved to approve the expenditure in principle pending the result of 
a further discussion between Jeremy Pyne and Devon Wildlife Trust. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD/HH 

21/464 Councillors’ Reports – for information only 

1. Cllr Aird questioned the length of time allocated to the Remembrance 
Sunday service. 

 

21/465 Public Open Session – (Maximum 10 minutes) 

No comments.  

 

21/466 It is proposed that in accordance with section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies 
(Admission to Meetings) Act of 1960, the Press and Public will be 
excluded from items 21/467 part II) having due regard to the 
confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 

Resolved. 

 

Part II 
 

21/467 Contracts  
 

The meeting closed at 21:30 
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Date of next meeting:  Monday 15 November 2021 at 19:30 in the Victory Hall 

 

 

Signed:…Kevin Smith….  Date:…15 November 2021………… 

 


