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 Environment Working Party – Progress Report and Future Workload 

Action on Communications 

 

ENV1 Develop and implement a Communications Plan. 

 

1. Communications Plan approved on 25 March 2021 – it set the parameters of how the 

EWP will communicate and identified the need for the Parish Council to have a 

Communications Officer. Subsequently, a Communication and Community 

Engagement Officer (CACEO) was appointed and this role will act as Moderator for all 

communication from the Environment Working Party.  

2. We have set up an Environment page on the Council website, an Environment 

facebook page and email address.  

3. We have also contributed regular articles to the Scene magazine. 

4. We arranged the Environment Fair in the Victory Hall, which we hope to repeat in 

future years.  

5. The Green Spaces Group has produced a short film on its activities and has published 

the Green Spaces of Exminster Trail leaflet. 

6. We will continue to use these channels In future to communicate our messages and 

are also considering publishing a leaflet on popular walks in the Exminster 

countryside. 

 

Actions on Carbon Footprints  
 

ENV2 Invite the community in Exminster to use the World Wildlife Fund online system 

https://footprint.wwf.org.uk/#/ as promoted worldwide and by Devon County Council.  

It may be possible to collate a sample of results to provide a snapshot and baseline that 

could be revisited. 

 We invited residents to offer us details of their own carbon footprints, but without any 

response. 

1. We then decided to compare our own footprints and published our analysis online 

and in the Scene.  

2. This is an action that could well be revisited in the future as the necessity of cutting 

carbon emissions becomes ever more urgent.  However, the WWF system is very 

broad-brush and we may decide to look at more accurate systems later. 

 

ENV3 Conduct a carbon footprint analysis of Parish assets and the Council’s management 

practices.  

 

1. Parish Council footprint – Nov 2019 the Clerk and RFO did their carbon footprint on 

WWF as did everyone else and the councillors mostly agreed to reduce paperwork by 

going digital rather than everyone having paper copies.  
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2. Management practices are still under review, currently the banking and investment 

protocols for ethics are being evaluated as part of the budgetary review for 2022/23  

 

Actions on Biodiversity 
 

ENV4/6 Contact Devon Wildlife Trust for their methodology on conducting a baseline wildlife 

survey within the Parish and for any records they may have for the Parish. 

 

 Co-ordinate a survey to identify natural assets and opportunities, including sites for dry 

and wet woodlands, orchards, allotments, gardens, bee gardens, wildflower areas, water 

courses. Output in form of database and accompanying map. 

 

1. We have prepared an overview of natural and green spaces in Exminster with areas, 

brief descriptions and features, including associated plant species lists in several 

areas.  

3. After initial consultation with DWT, we have submitted a proposal to the Parish 

Council (agenda item 1st November) for obtaining a download of relevant records 

held by the Devon Biodiversity Records Centre. Other available sources include the 

Natural England managed database held on ‘Webmap’ – (but this may be limited to 

areas of statutory designations like the SSSI on Exminster Marshes). Guidance and 

examples of area biodiversity audits are held on the Devon CC website and other 

resources can be found on the Devon LNPs ‘Wild about Devon’ web pages. Other 

audits (e.g. in Newton Abbott area) have been undertaken by paid consultancy. 

4. Ideally existing records should be plotted on a parish map, but in the absence of 

appropriate GI skills we may simply look to capture existing records in a single digital 

storage space – EPC may have a shared digital storage location. 

5. In future we would like to explore ways in which to supplement existing data 

including; 

• Citizen science type initiatives prompted by social media invitations or through the 

school, Scouts/Brownies etc 

• Tapping into national campaigns such as the RSPB’s garden bird count and the 

‘Big Butterfly Count’. 

ENV5 Once a baseline survey is completed, a planting programme should be investigated. 

  

1. This action points towards facilitating a planting programme for trees and the 

positive development of other beneficial habitats. It is envisaged that in the local 

area this is largely delivered through the plans and projects led by the Exminster 

Green Spaces Group.  

2. Green Spaces delivery in the last year or so has included the planting of: 

• Hawthorns in Reddaway Drive 

• Cherry Trees on Deepway Green 

• The landmark tree in Spurfield 



Exminster Parish Council Meeting  Agenda Item for 1 November 2021  

 
461 2021.11.01 - Progress Report to EPC - Page 3 

• Wild flower seed sowing in Crockwells Meadow 

3. Planned future Green Spaces projects include: 

• Additional trees in the village orchard 

• Wildflower plug plants in partnership with New Leaf nursery 

• Additional trees in Deepway Green. 

4. We will continue to look out for tree planting opportunities elsewhere in the parish. 

 

ENV7 Encourage local adoption of wildlife habitats - verges, hedges, dykes, open spaces, 

trees. 

  

1. We promoted habitat development through the ‘Blue Heart’ scheme to support re-

wilding of gardens, encouraging residents to set aside areas for wildlife, promoting 

biodiversity and putting information online about garden wildlife. We also explored 

other similar initiatives, including grant-based opportunities to promote through 

social media or village institutions. 

2. We developed and secured EPC support for a more sensitive grassland management 

programme. 

3. A film has been completed which highlights and celebrates Exminster Green Spaces. 

This is now hosted on You Tube and has been promoted through social media. Other 

opportunities to share it will be followed up – also submitted to feature in next DLNP 

Newsletter. 

4. EPC webpages are being developed to include Green Spaces content. 

5. In 2021, we publicised the RSPB Big Garden Birdwatch, again promoting biodiversity 

and worked on breaking down the results to share with the village. We also 

promoted the Big Butterfly Count but not in so much detail.   

6. Future actions under consideration are: 

•  arranging talks by guest speakers about local wildlife and how to make your 

garden more wildlife friendly. It would be good to continue building on links with 

the school and community groups like the Gardening Club.  

• citizen science community events like butterfly and bird monitoring.   

• arranging community events such as a bug hunt around the village.  This is an 

attempt to involve kids so they can find out more about wildlife and their habitats. 

• looking for opportunities to reinstate ponds, devon banks and hedges around the 

parish to provide a highway for birds and other wildlife. Crockwells Meadow and 

Milbury Reach SANGS may be suitable locations.  

• trying to discourage the use of artificial grass by residents. 

• trying to reduce the amount of single-use plastic consumed in the village. 

 

ENV8 Encourage local property management organisations to investigate installation of bat, 

bird and swift homes, wildlife habitats and rewilding on currently managed open green 

spaces.  Linked to this is seeking to engage positively with wider parish land managers 

and farmers to explore with them their environmental opportunities. Linked to ENV7. 
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1. We have had some limited success with discussions held with land management 

contractors responsible for Sentry’s Orchard and also the team at New Leaf 

(operating what is effectively a small holding near Devington Park) 

2. Exploration is now underway with TDC, RSPB and DWT on the potential role for 

Exminster to sit at the centre of a mini Nature Recovery Network that ties together 

the Ridgetop Country Park, the village, Exminster Marshes and the estuary beyond. 

Exminster could be at the heart of a partnership project to develop this idea and be a 

source of positive encouragement for nature recovery action in the village.  

3. Provision of bat, bee and bird habitats, alongside ensuring hedges and trees are 

valued and not destroyed without good reason, and, challenging applications to 

convert garages (thus increasing the number of parked cars on the roads) – have 

been integral material considerations of all planning applications that come to the 

Parish Council since June 2020 

Actions on Reduce, Reuse, Recycle 
 

ENV9 Investigate setting up several mini recycling banks, including locally designed 

containers, around the village to take single use plastics not currently included in refuse 

collections, ie: tetra-paks, crisp packets, etc. It is suggested that contact be made with 

the Exeter Recycling Manager and Teignbridge District Council for more information. 

Dependent upon the local response, the Working Party should consider requesting 

designs from within the community for locally designed containers that would be 

installed around the village to take single use plastics. 

 

1. We investigated opportunities for recycling in the village (other than in TDC boxes) 

and published a map of their locations, which is regularly updated. 

2. We have set up collection boxes for crisp packets, bread bags, cheese packets and 

dishwasher packaging, although they are not locally designed! Collections are 

running well at the moment although in terms of time we're probably at capacity 

with how much we can do. It doesn’t seem possible to have a carton bank 

unfortunately, having asked Teignbridge Council about this.  

3. We have been in touch with TDC about being involved in any pilot recycling projects 

that come up.  

4. We published an article in the Scene about missed recycling and carried out an 

online survey, the results of which have yet to be analysed and published. 

5. Feedback from the Environment Fair showed that few people were aware of the 

Terracycle collections, so a reminder has been posted on social media.  

6. In future we are considering: 

• a drop in event about recycling 

• setting up a repair workshop – we plan to visit one in Kenton to see how it runs. 

• setting up a recycling bin for plastic bottles.  

 

Actions on Sustainable Energy 
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ENV10 Lobby Teignbridge District Council to require ALL new development to be built to 

‘Building for Life 12’ or Passivhaus standards (the latter as per council housing in Exeter), 

with a view to optimising energy efficiency. This would also help ensure new 

developments are ecologically sustainable and biodiversity aware and includes at the 

minimum bee/bird bricks, bat and/or bird boxes. 

 

1. This action has been completed. 

2. However, we feel that it is important to explore ways that existing homes can be 

made more energy efficient, especially in view of the soaring cost of gas, and to offer 

information to residents about this and any grant schemes available to offset the 

cost. We have published articles about this in the Scene magazine and online 

channels. 

3. In future we will continue to research the latest technology and may try to arrange 

visits for residents to see for themselves air source heat pumps in situ. We will also 

publicise information about energy advice agencies such as LEAP and Exeter 

Community Energy. 

 

ENV11 Promote use of green energy, community generation projects and solar energy within 

the Parish. Specifically to request TDC support installation of a solar farm within 

Exminster Parish to provide green energy to the whole Parish. 

 

• We undertook research into recent community energy projects in Devon and it 

revealed that solar farms are economically viable only when above a size that could 

be accommodated in this parish, so this action has not been progressed.  

  

Actions on Transport 
 

ENV12 Lobby Devon County Council and TDC for public transport facilities at the Matford 

development and to keep EPC informed of negotiations with Stagecoach. 

  

1. We reported to the Council in January on the background to the situation that has 

led to there being no funding from developers for an early bus service in the 

Teignbridge part of the Matford development. It was agreed that Cllrs Churchward 

and Nuttall would liaise with Cllr Connett to determine the best way forward, the 

outcome of the discussion to formulate a proposal at a future Council meeting.  This 

is currently outstanding. It would also have been useful for Teignbridge Council to 

explain how the situation arose in the first place and how it can be avoided in future.  

2. We will continue to press Stagecoach and DCC about better access for Matford 

residents to existing bus services in the area. 

 

ENV13 Adopt a clear policy of positive promotion and encouragement in the use of electric 

vehicles, including promoting the provision of charging stations outside businesses, 

exploring any scope for central village charging points and private dwellings in 

Exminster Parish. 
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1. We carried out research into the ways local authorities can install on-street EV 

charging points for residents who are unable to charge electric cars at home. We 

found that Exminster could make use of the ‘Central Southern Regional Framework 

for Electric Vehicle Charging Infrastructure’, managed by Hampshire County Council. 

This appears to be an ideal match for us. 

2. A report on EV charging points was submitted to the Council on January 18th. The list 

of possible sites was whittled down to one which met the technical requirements and 

at a cost that the Parish Council felt would be acceptable to residents.   

3. It subsequently transpired that the General Power of Competence formally available 

to all local authorities was now denied to Exminster Council because of a lack of 

personnel with the appropriate training. We feel that this is something that the 

Council should consider addressing in the future. 

4. In the event, the opportunity of joining the ‘Rapid Charging Exeter’ consortium 

became available and following a hastily arranged survey of residents, we are hopeful 

that we will see three ‘green’ charging points for public use and one space for a Co-

Car in Reddaway Drive before the end of 2021. We are currently awaiting the results 

of the Teignbridge HATOC in October about this.  

5. There is no doubt that many more charging points will be needed in the coming 

decade and we will continue to explore other opportunities like RCE, but unless they 

materialise we feel that the Council will need to take a more proactive stance. 

        

ENV14 Encourage possible commercial take up of co-bike and co-car sites in central locations 

within Exminster village and Matford development. 

  

1. An initial approach to Co-cars failed to get a response, but when we later learned of 

their involvement in RCE, we contacted them and arranged a very brief survey of 

residents’ interest. This failed to elicit a sufficient level of support in locating other 

Co-cars in the village.  

2. The bid to HATOC (see ENV13 above) includes one Co-car to be situated at the 

bottom of Reddaway Drive and provision of Co-bikes are being pursued by the Parish 

Council as part of the Teignbridge review of cycling facilities along the River Exe, Co-

Cars management will be reporting to TDC and DCC next month. 

3. However, following their participation in the Environment Fair in October, it seems 

possible that a different picture has emerged and we await the outcome with interest.  

  

ENV15 Positively encourage public/bus transport options.  As part of this, contact National 

Express requesting that the coach stop in the village centre is restarted and that they 

consider putting new coach stops in a central location on the Matford development. 

  

1. We reviewed the responses to the Community Plan survey about how more residents 

could be encouraged to use the bus. Following discussion with the Council, a list of 

suggested improvements was submitted to Stagecoach and Devon CC’s Transport 

Co-ordination Team, who both responded cautiously. 
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2. Since then, the Government’s National Bus Strategy ‘Bus Back Better’ has been 

introduced and all local bus operators are now committed to working in an 

‘enhanced partnership’ arrangement with Devon CC. 

3. By the end of October, DCC had to prepare an initial Bus Service Improvement Plan 

and then review it annually. We submitted a response to DCC to an initial 

consultation over this in July. DCC has recently approved the content of the Plan and 

after its formal publication in November we will prepare a response to the 

forthcoming consultation. 

4. We also submitted a response to the Peninsular Transport Vision document in 

September. 

5. We posted notices in the village bus shelters about connections to interesting places 

that can be made using the local buses. 

6. We have yet to survey residents about their interest in National Express coaches 

stopping in the village. 

7. National Express has just submitted a takeover bid for Stagecoach and, if this is 

successful, we will monitor any proposed changes to local bus and coach services 

and keep the Council informed.  

 

ENV16 Encourage people to walk and cycle more often rather than use cars and ensure that 

paths and cycleways are adequately signposted.   

  

1. We reviewed the responses to the Community Plan survey on steps that residents felt 

would make it safer to walk or cycle around the parish. 

2. A paper was presented to the Council in March with a number of suggestions about 

possible areas of improvement. Some of these were accepted, but we are not aware 

of what action has since taken place. We would welcome feedback on this so as to 

monitor progress and report back to residents.  

3. We took part in the recent consultation on the ‘Exeter Local Walking and Cycling 

Improvement Plan’, including drafting input for the Council’s formal response to 

Stage 2 (due to happen in the autumn). 

4. We await news of a Council debate on the proposed cycle route through the village. 

5. We will monitor grant funding opportunities that the Council could utilise towards 

the cost of installing signs in the village, such as those aimed at reducing the speed 

of traffic in the village.   

6. We will continue to consider new ways to improve cycling and walking in the village, 

so the Council can bid for funds or advocate improvements when the opportunity 

arises. Strong messages from the community were received at the Environment Fair. 

 

ENV17 Consider the case for a Park and Ride scheme at Peamore subject to impact upon 

surrounding villages and taking into account associated traffic impacts on routes within 

the parish. 

 

1. A paper was taken to the Council in March, suggesting that when Devon CC applies 

for planning permission for this site, the Council should recommend approval.   
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Mr David Nappin 

Chairman 

Exminster Parish Council Environment Working Party  

 

 


