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FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday 4 April 2022 at 19:30 

Victory Hall, Main Road, Exminster 

MINUTES 

 

Chairman: Kevin Smith 

 
 

Action 

22/118 Present 

Cllr Sheila Churchward (SC), Cllr Sarah Ladyman (SL) – 22/123 onwards, Cllr 
Derek Madge (DM), Cllr Charles Nuttall (CN), Cllr Kevin Smith (KS).  

Clerk: Mrs Jill Daw (JD) 

Deputy Clerk: Mrs Helen Hibbins (HH) 

Teignbridge District Councillor: Charles Nuttall (CN) 

Public: 4  

 

22/119 Apologies accepted from 

Cllr Brian Aird (BA) – illness 

Cllr Lorne Smyth (LS) - illness 

Devon County Councillor Alan Connett (AC) 

 

22/120 Declaration of interest on Agenda Items 

None declared. 

 

22/121 Dispensation requests regarding Code of Conduct 

None received. 

 

22/122 Public open session (maximum 10 minutes) 

No comments. 

 

22/123 To consider the application for co-option onto the Parish Council from 
Sarah Ladyman 

A letter from Miss Ladyman explaining why she wanted to join the Parish 
Council had been circulated.  

Miss Ladyman introduced herself for the benefit of the public present. 

It was resolved to co-opt Miss Ladyman to the Parish Council. A declaration of 
acceptance of office was completed and signed. 

 

22/124 To confirm the Draft Minutes of the EPC Meeting held on 7 March 2022 
are an accurate record 

Resolved. 
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Action 

22/125 County Councillors Report on items other than those on the agenda 

Devon County Councillor Alan Connett was not present. 

 

22/126 District Councillors Reports on items other than those on the agenda 

Teignbridge District Councillor Charles Nuttall reported:  

1. Team Devon had set up a website for residents wishing to support 
Ukrainian refugees by offering accommodation. 

 

22/127 Chairman’s Report 

No matters to report. 

 

22/128 Clerk’s Report  

1. The Deepway Centre Trust’s AGM would take place on Wednesday 27 
April at 7.30pm in the Deepway Centre. 

2. The Parish Council had been notified that Priest’s Court was up for sale 
and asked whether it would be interested in purchasing it. The freehold 
was offered, with vacant possession, at a guide price of £275K with a 
rateable value of approximately £5K. A viewing for interested 
Councillors would be organised before it became an agenda item for 
discussion. 

3. A resident had complained about the maintenance of trees in the 
Wilderness.  

4. A resident had expressed interest in the way that the way that the 
Wilderness was managed. A site meeting would take place. 

5. A report was submitted objecting to the application for a landfill site at 
Lower Brenton Farm, Kennford on 28 February.  Correspondence from 
Devon County Council (DCC) on 28 March stated that the application 
had been withdrawn. Cllr Nuttall noted that none of the objections from 
the original application would be taken forward to any subsequent re-
submission. 

6. Notes from the Town and Parish Briefing on Thursday 17 March, 
attended by Cllr Churchward, had been circulated.  

7. Teignbridge District Council (TDC) had created a group to look at the 
planning enforcement function and were inviting Town and Parish 
Councils to offer feedback and suggestions for improvement. The 
feedback was required by 19 April which was considered to be an 
unrealistic timescale. Cllr Nuttall would take this up with TDC 
colleagues. Cllr Churchward agreed to consider feedback, for 
discussion at the Parish Council meeting on 19 April, subject to an 
extension being granted by TDC. 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CN 

SC 

JD 
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Action 

8. A local group had enquired about the Parish Council’s policy on having 
trees planted with plaques other than those erected by the Parish 
Council. This would be an item for discussion on a future agenda. 

9. The Community 20mph self-assessment form had been submitted to 
Devon County Council. 

10. The Local Council Litter Survey 2022 had been responded to. 

11. From 1 April, TDC had extended the Public Space Protection Order 
(PSPO) for a further three years. The PSPO aimed to reduce 
irresponsible dog ownership. This would be publicised on Facebook. 

12. The Annual Council Meeting would take place on Tuesday 3 May in the 
Methodist Hall. 

13. It was confirmed that meetings moved to a Tuesday because of a bank 
holiday, would be held in the Methodist Hall (19 April and 3 May). 

JD 

 

 

 

 

 

JD/HH 

 

 

 

22/129 To consider nominations for Vice Chairman of the Council 

It was resolved to appoint Cllr Madge as Vice Chairman.  

Cllr Madge’s responsibilities would be limited to consultation on delegated 
authority and chairing meetings in the absence of the Chairman. 

 

22/130 To nominate a Council representative on the Deepway Centre Trust 

It was resolved that Cllr Smith would continue as the Parish Council 
representative on the Deepway Centre Trust. 

 

22/131 To discuss plans for the drop-in session planned for the morning of the 
14 May 

A draft leaflet, intended to be delivered door to door, had been circulated. The 
leaflet advertised the drop-in session that would take place between 10:30 
and 13:00 on Saturday 14 May. Refreshments would be available. 

Two changes to the draft leaflet were proposed: 

• The Parish Council now had 7 Councillors and 4 vacancies following 
the co-option of Cllr Ladyman. 

• The penultimate paragraph should be changed to “will be managed by 
TDC”, for clarity. 

Quotations for double sided A4 and A5 leaflets had been sought. A decision 
on the format would be based on the costs. 

Additional publicity would be via posters on notice boards throughout the 
village and Facebook. Inclusion in local newsletters (e.g. school and 
Methodist Church) would be requested. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

 

 

SC/JD/ 

HH 

 PROPERTY & AMENITIES MATTERS  
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Action 

22/132 Update on the dedication for Her Majesty’s Platinum Jubilee tree  

The beech tree had been planted and the plaque would be ordered when the 
species had been confirmed. 

It was agreed that a dedication service (to install the plaque) would take place 
at 11:00 on Saturday 4 June. 

 

 

 

JD 

22/133 To consider a request to site an inflatable obstacle course on Deepway 
Green as part of the Primary school’s year 6 leavers party  

The request was approved subject to assurance that all Health and Safety 
requirements were complied with and the provider had suitable insurance.  
The organiser would be contacted to provide the details. 

 

 

 

JD 

 FINANCE MATTERS  

22/134 Accounts for Approval  

It was resolved to approve payments in the sum of £384.50. 

 

HH 

22/135 To note the February financial reports were circulated to Council 

Noted. 

 

22/136 To approve amendments to the Anti-Fraud and Corruption Policy  

The amendments were suggested at the meeting on 7 March and had been 
made in accordance. 

Resolved. 

 

 

JD 

 PLANNING MATTERS  

22/137 Planning Applications – Cllr Churchward  

 1. 22/00172/HOU, Redlands, Deepway Gardens - Remodelling and 
extension to include raising of ridge height and revised roof form, 
and addition of two storey gable features to front and rear 
including balcony to rear 

Extensive changes were proposed making the property into an “upside-
down” house with the lounge on the first floor. This was likely to affect 
the amenity of properties in Deepway Gardens and Brownlees, as they 
would be overlooked by a lounge window (a more frequently occupied 
room) rather than a bedroom. 

The proposal was out of character compared with neighbouring 
properties as they were mainly bungalows and the existing ridge height 
would be increased. For this reason, the application was not in 
accordance with Neighbourhood Development Plan policy EXM3 
(quality of design).  
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Action 

There was concern about light pollution (due to the increased size of 
the lounge window) affecting bat habitats and there was no mitigation 
suggested for the building work to ecologically enhance the site.  

It was considered that the application did not meet several criteria in 
the TDC Local plan. 

It was resolved to object to the application due to the increased ridge 
height, loss of amenity of neighbouring properties, potential light 
pollution and non-conformance with Neighbourhood Development Plan 
policy EXM3 (quality of design) and policies in the TDC Local Plan 
(S2a/k, S11c, WE8a/c). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HH 

22/138 Planning Decisions 

1. 22/00486/TPOE – 5 Brunel View, Exminster – Works to one broken 
pine tree to make safe – GRANTED 

2. 22/00040/HOU, 41 Brownlees - Single storey rear extension – 
GRANTED 

3. 22/00292/TPO, Footpath to North Lodge and verges NGR 294007 
88124 Devington Park – works an avenue of lime trees and one 
Lucombe oak. (Submitted by the Parish Council) – GRANTED  

 

 

 

 

 

HH 

 OTHER PLANNING MATTERS  

22/139 To note any planning matters regarding the Matford development 

1. Planning 

None 

2. Community Centre 

A meeting had taken place with DCC and members of the Matford 
Working Party. Issues regarding a gap in funding for the Community 
Centre were discussed. An officer’s report to DCC cabinet would be 
heard next week suggesting that a phased approach to building the 
facility was adopted. Discussion had taken place on the pros and cons 
of phasing including the effect on viability.  

 

 ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS  

22/140 To consider a report to provide signage for the cycle route from the M5 
bridge into the Milbury Reach estate and back onto Dawlish Rd  

The Environment Working Party had submitted a paper regarding the potential 
placement and wording of signs to raise awareness of the cycle path through 
the Milbury Reach development to discourage cycling on the main road into 
the village. 
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Action 

It was noted that there had been discussion on the route of a cycle path 
through the village since the publication of the 2011 Community Plan. Funding 
was available to support the project and there was the possibility of a grant.  

The proposal would need to be authorised by DCC and it was resolved to 
submit the paper presented to Council with some minor amendments. 

Cllr Connett would be asked to review the proposal prior to submission. 

 

 

 

JD/SC 

/KS 

22/141 To reconsider a request from the Environmental Working Party to create 
a scrape in Crockwells Meadow 

A report addressing questions raised at the Parish Council meeting on 6 
December about the viability of the Environment Working Party proposal was 
presented. 

Standing Orders were suspended to allow Peter Chandler to speak from the 
public gallery outlining and externally justifying the benefits of a scrape. 
Standing Orders were reinstated. 

The report presented stated that the Green Spaces Group had been 
consulted and were supportive of the proposal, but Cllr Madge (Parish Council 
member of the group) queried this.  

It was agreed to defer resolution to a future meeting to allow Cllr Ladyman to 
investigate the evidence presented and visit the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD/SL 

22/142 Councillors’ Reports – for information only 

1. Cllr Churchward had attended TDC’s recent town and parish briefing 
and reported that TDC was formulating its own carbon plan that would 
impact the Local Plan and any refresh of Exminster’s Neighbourhood 
Development Plan. 

2. Cllr Churchward reported that Devon had been allocated funding to 
improve bus services. 

3. Cllr Nuttall reported that Airband were testing the recently installed 
super-fast broadband in the Days Pottles Lane area of Exminster 
before offering the service to residents to purchase. 

 

22/143 Public Open Session – (Maximum 10 minutes) 

Comments: 

1. Saplings had been planted on Milbury Reach with children from the 
school. Disappointment was expressed that the plaque on the bank 
had already disappeared and the matter had been reported to the 
police. A walnut tree for the Queens Green Canopy had also been 
planted in the same location 

2. There was a tree in Crockwells Meadow (planted last year) that had a 
small dedication label on it.  
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Action 

The meeting closed at: 21:01 

Date of next meeting: Tuesday 19 April 2022 at 19:30 in the Methodist Hall 

 

 

Signed:……Kevin Smith………….  Date:…19 April 2022……………… 

 


