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FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday 6 June 2022 at 19:30 

Victory Hall, Main Road, Exminster 

MINUTES 

  Action 

22/223 Present 

Cllr Brian Aird (BA), Cllr Sheila Churchward (SC), Cllr Sarah Ladyman (SL), 
Cllr Derek Madge (DM), Cllr Charles Nuttall (CN), Cllr Kevin Smith (KS) 

Clerk: Mrs Jill Daw (JD) 

Deputy Clerk: Mrs Helen Hibbins (HH) 

Devon County Councillor: Alan Connett (AC) 

Teignbridge District Councillor: Charles Nuttall (CN) 

Public: 3 

 

22/224 Apologies accepted from 

Cllr Lorne Smyth (LS) – personal reasons 

 

22/225 Declaration of interest on Agenda Items 

None declared. 

 

22/226 Dispensation requests regarding Code of Conduct 

None received. 

 

22/227 Public open session  

No comments. 

 

22/228 To consider an application for co-option to the Parish Council from Lisa 

May 

Ms May’s letter of application had been circulated. The Chair summarised the 
letter for the benefit of the public. 

Ms May had sent apologies as she was not able to attend this meeting. 

It was resolved to co-opt Ms May in her absence.  

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

22/229 To confirm the Draft Minutes of the EPC Meeting held on 16 May 2022 

are an accurate record 

Resolved. 
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22/230 County Councillor’s Report on items other than those on the agenda 

Devon County Councillor Alan Connett reported: 

1. Devon County Council (DCC) Highways was consulting on the potential 
installation of a zebra crossing outside Exminster School. 

2. Notice of a proposal to install a Toucan Crossing on the A379 south of 
the Devon Hotel roundabout had been received. The location was 
questionable as it would not provide additional connectivity for either 
pedestrians or cyclists. Cllr Connett would suggest that a Toucan 
Crossing near the northern junction of Main Road and Sannerville Way 
would be of more benefit for connectivity. 

3. A vehicle that appeared to have been abandoned had been reported in 
Dryfield. It had been reported to Teignbridge District Council and the 
DVLA as it was not taxed. The vehicle had now moved to another area 
of the village. 

4. A complaint about poor visibility due to overgrown hedges on Deepway 
Lane had been checked out by DCC Highways who had concluded that 
it was normal growth and did not require further cutting back. 

 

22/231 District Councillors Reports on items other than those on the agenda 

Teignbridge District Councillor Charles Nuttall reported that 

1. he had been elected Chair of Teignbridge District Council. 

2. he would attend a meeting of the Highway and Traffic Orders 
Committee (HATOC) on Thursday 9 June. 

 

22/232 Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman reported that 

1. he had attended events associated with the 40th Anniversary of the 
twinning of Exminster and Sannerville. 

2. the dedication of the jubilee tree on Spurfield had taken place on 
Saturday 4 June. Thanks were extended to Henry Fowler for unveiling 
the plaque. 

3. approximately 1000 residents had attended the Jubilee Long Table 
event on Sunday 5 June. A letter of thanks would be sent to Alex 
Wilson, Phil Doucas, Caroline Aird and the Victory Hall Trust for their 
hard work in making this a successful and much appreciated event.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD/HH 
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22/233 Clerk’s Report  

1. Citizens Advice Teignbridge had published the Q4 2021-2022 report for 
Wards and Parishes. Issues totalling £36,515 had been resolved for 
Exminster Parishioners. 

2. The bus stop at Spurfield House had been inspected by Devon County 
Council and the slight structural movement was not considered to be a 
problem. 

3. The electronic variable message sign opposite the Texaco garage on 
Sannerville Way would be removed.  

4. The Ridgetop Park - Suitable Alternative Natural Green Space (SANGS) 
relating to the South West Exeter development - would officially open 
this week. The temporary SANGS at Sentry’s Orchard would be closed.  

5. A cherry tree planted on the border of Deepway Green had been 
vandalised. It was agreed that this would be reported to the police with a 
follow-up post on Facebook asking for information.  

6. The Green Spaces Group had requested a raised bed at the corner of 
the allotment site to develop saplings. The Allotment Society were keen 
to support this but acknowledged that the Parish Council was the 
landlord. Councillors supported the initiative.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD/HH 

 

 

22/234 To approve amendments to the following Terms of Reference (ToR) 

1. Green Spaces Working Party 

The ToR had been updated to differentiate between the roles and voting 
rights of a community member of the Working Party and a volunteer and 
to confirm that both community members and volunteers should read 
and adhere to the ToR. 

It was resolved to approve the updated ToR. 

The following were nominated as Green Spaces Working Party 
community members: John Tucker, David Nappin, Philip Warner, Ian 
Pannet, Rick Blower, Tracey Middleton and Jeremy Pyne. 

It was resolved to approve the nominated community members. 

2. Environment Working Party 

The ToR had been brought in line with those of the Green Spaces 
Group. 

It was resolved to approve the updated ToR. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

 

 

 

JD 
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3. Matford Working Party 

The following updates were proposed: 

• The number of community members was increased from 3 to 4.  

• The Clerk/Deputy Clerk were not members of the Working 
Party, had no voting rights and their attendance at meetings 
was in an administrative capacity only. 

• Clarification of the responsibilities of the Working Party 
following the disbanding of the Neighbourhood Development 
Plan Implementation Group last year. 

It was resolved to approve the updated ToR. 

4. Community Resilience Working Party 

The membership, voting rights and responsibilities were clarified.  

It was resolved to approve the updated ToR. 

5. Complaints Committee 

The ToR had been reviewed with no amendments proposed. 

Noted. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

 

 

JD 

 

22/235 To review the Council Document Retention Policy   

There were no changes proposed.  

It was resolved to accept the review. 

 

 PROPERTY & AMENITIES MATTERS 
 

22/236 To consider a request to site a Talking Bench to highlight mental health 

issues in the Bowling Green area of Parish Council land 

The intention was to site a bespoke bench made from fallen hard wood at the 
top of Hospital Drive. The bench would be heavy, hard-wearing and low 
maintenance. Ideally, the bench would be close to, but not inside, the quiet 
area. It was important that the bench was visible, used and an ongoing 
reminder of the of the importance of “reaching out” and talking. It would not 
be a memorial bench (no names would be added) but a tribute to a young 
resident who, tragically, lost their life after a battle with mental health.  

Council was supportive of the idea but needed clarification of responsibility 
for ongoing maintenance, suitable anchoring and installation of the bench and 
the design. It was suggested that the bench could be put on the Parish 
Council asset register and a ring-fenced fund held for its maintenance.  

It was resolved to approve the request subject to satisfactory arrangements 
being agreed with the Clerk and Cllr Madge. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD/DM 
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 FINANCE MATTERS 
 

22/237 Accounts for Approval  

It was resolved to approve payments in the sum of £54.00. 

 

HH 

22/238 To review the Councils Risk Assessment 

Minor adjustments to wording were proposed. 

It was resolved to approve the amendments. 

 

 

JD 

22/239 To review the Councils Business Continuity Plan 

Minor adjustments to wording were proposed. 

It was resolved to approve the amended plan. 

 

 

JD 

22/240 To consider a community grant application from St Martins Over 50s 

Walking Football Club in the sum of £350 

The application was to fund the purchase of new kit. 

Questions were raised about whether it was appropriate for the Parish 
Council to fund the printing of the logos on the kit (particularly as commercial 
sponsorship was proposed). The application specified that the logo printing 
would cost £50. 

It was resolved to grant £300 for purchase of the kit.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD/HH 

 PLANNING MATTERS 
 

22/241 Planning Applications 

1. 22/00779/LBC, Matford Barton, 12 Dawlish Road - Alterations at 

first floor to provide two en-suite bathrooms and remove existing 

shower room 

The alterations were internal and only required planning permission as it 
was a listed building. 

It was resolved not to comment on the application. 

2. 22/00783/HOU, 73 Old Quarry Drive - Conversion of existing garage 

to an office space and alterations to front elevation 

The proposed alterations would remove one of two offroad parking 
spaces, causing on-street parking on a narrow road. This would create 
access problems for emergency vehicles, recycling lorries and other 
large vehicles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

HH 
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It was resolved to object to the application because of the loss of 
allocated parking spaces and an expectation of parking on the narrow 
estate road, contrary to Neighbourhood Development Plan policy EXM3 
(quality of design).  

On the assumption that Teignbridge District Council will allow the loss of 
another offroad parking space on the estate, the applicant is requested 
to meet Exminster’s Environment Plan, by providing biodiversity 
enhancement measures such as bat, bee, bird, hedgehog and insect 
habitats.  

 

 

 

 

HH 

22/242 Planning Decisions 

1. 19/01130/AMD3, Land At South West Exeter NGR 291652 89142, 

Markham Lane - Non material amendment (changes to roof 

configuration on 15 plots) to planning permission 19/01130/MAJ for 

approval of details for the construction of 160 dwellings, public open 

space, landscape planting, ecological mitigation measures, pedestrian, 

cycle and vehicular links and associated infrastructure (approval sought 

for appearance, layout, landscaping and scale) - APPROVAL OF NON-

MATERIAL AMENDMENT 

2. 22/00712/CLDP, Dovedale, Exminster Hill – Rear dormer – 

CERTIFICATE OF LAWFULNESS GRANTED 

 

 OTHER PLANNING MATTERS 
 

22/243 To note any planning matters regarding the Matford development 

1. Planning 

No updates. 

2. Community Centre 

Revised draft plans had been received from Devon County Council that 
had been relayed to Consult QRD for comment. A report had also been 
received from Consult QRD outlining the elements of the Community 
Centre that would make it viable within the constraints of the funding 
and timescale proposed. These would be discussed at a meeting 
involving members of Matford Working Party on Tuesday 7 June. 

The outcome of the meeting would be fed into a meeting with Devon 
County Council on Friday 10 June. 

A further meeting with representatives from the NHS and Devon County 
Council would take place on Monday 13 June. 
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A meeting with Devon County Council and representatives from the Ted 
Wragg trust to discuss its community offering would take place on 
Tuesday 14 June. 

 ENVIRONMENTAL MATTERS 
 

22/244 To consider the following requests from the Environment Working Party  

1. That the Parish Council measures the overall Parish carbon 

footprint on an annual basis  

Within the Parish Online software there was the facility to produce an 
annual report.  

It was requested that this report was diarised and would be available on 
the website. 

It was requested that a facility was included on the Parish Council 
website to allow residents to measure their own carbon footprints. This 
would need to be set up and it was not feasible to guarantee that this 
could be completed by July 1, as requested. 

It was agreed that the annual report would be published on the website 
and investigations made into the inclusion of the facility for residents. 
Subject to progress, an article advertising this would be submitted to the 
August edition of Scene. 

2. To lobby Teignbridge District Council through the planning 

process requesting that all new development is built to Building for 

Life 12 or Passivhaus standards with a view to optimising energy 

efficiency 

It was noted that the request had been made in all responses to the 
South West Exeter development applications to date. 

It was agreed that a member of the Working Party should draft a letter to 
Teignbridge District Council to be sent by the Clerk. 

3. To encourage the provision of community electric vehicles (EV) 

and electric bikes in central locations within Exminster village and 

the Matford development 

a. Co-cars 

Due to the delay in rolling out the Rapid Charging Exeter 
project, Co-cars had suggested that a hybrid car could be 
parked on Reddaway Drive as an interim measure, prior to the 
installation of electric charging points. 

The Parish Council had no power to approve this as the car 
would be parked on the public highway but supported the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EWP/ 

JD 
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principle of siting a vehicle in the village. This was a Highways 
issue and needed to be considered by HATOC.  

b. Co-bikes 

Standing orders were suspended to allow Alex Tait, resident 
and representative of Co-bikes to speak. 

Ms Tait outlined the infrastructure required to bring Co-bikes to 
the village. There would need to be an electrically powered hub 
(cycle rack) where the bikes would be docked and charged 
when not in use. The installation of this would be the 
responsibility of the Parish Council.  

Questions were raised about the supply of electricity and 
associated costs. The Parish Council did not have the power to 
supply electricity.1 Therefore it would be necessary for another 
organisation to be involved.  

There was limited information and costings available about the 
installation and it was agreed to defer discussion until details 
had been received. 

Standing orders were reinstated. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

 

22/245 Councillors’ Reports – for information only 

1. Cllr Nuttall reported that Devon County Council Highways had approved 
the sites for Vehicle Activated Signs in the village. A list of criteria to be 
satisfied had been received and needed to be worked through. Cllrs 
Nuttall and Aird would consider these. 

 

22/246 Public Open Session  

Comments: 

1. Co-cars would not be able to provide a quotation for the electricity 
supply to the cycle racks. 

 

The meeting closed at 21:21 

Date of next meeting:  Monday 20 June 2022 at 19:30 in the Victory Hall 

 

 

 

Signed:…Kevin Smith….  Date:…20 June 2022…………… 

 

 
1 NALC legal topic note 89 – sustainable energy and electric vehicle charging – March 2022 


