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FULL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING  

Monday 4 July 2022 at 7.30pm 

Victory Hall, Main Road, Exminster 

MINUTES 

  Action 

22/266 Present 

Cllr Sheila Churchward (SC), Cllr Sarah Ladyman (SL), Cllr Derek Madge 
(DM), Cllr Lisa May (LM), Cllr Charles Nuttall (CN), Cllr Lorne Smyth (LS). 

Clerk: Mrs Jill Daw (JD) 

Deputy Clerk: Mrs Helen Hibbins (HH) 

Teignbridge District Councillor: Charles Nuttall (CN) 

Public: 1 

 

22/267 Apologies accepted from 

Cllr Brian Aird (BA) – personal reasons 

Cllr Kevin Smith (KS) – personal reasons 

Devon County Councillor Alan Connett  

 

22/268 Declaration of interest on Agenda Items 

None declared. 

 

22/269 Dispensation requests regarding Code of Conduct 

None received. 

 

22/270 Public open session (maximum 10 minutes) 

No comments. 

 

22/271 To confirm the Draft Minutes of the EPC Meeting held on 20 June 2022 

are an accurate record 

Resolved. 

 

22/272 County Councillors Report on items other than those on the agenda 

Devon County Councillor Alan Connett was not present but had advised the 
Clerk that he continued to monitor and pursue discussions about a bus service 
for Matford. 

 

22/273 District Councillors Reports on items other than those on the agenda 

Teignbridge District Councillor Charles Nuttall reported:  
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1. Site visits would take place to the exception sites (for additional 
development) for the Teignbridge District Council Draft Local Plan. Cllr 
Nuttall would attend and report back to Council.  

22/274 Chairman’s Report 

The Chairman was not present. 

 

22/275 Clerk’s Report  

1. The Green Spaces Group sought to install an owl box in the Oak trees in 
Crockwells Meadow. It was noted that this would become an asset of the 
Parish Council and would need to be regularly inspected. Cllr Ladyman 
would look over the plans and the box itself to ensure that the box would 
be suitably robust. It was agreed to ask the Tree Warden to check the 
box as part of the annual tree survey. 

2. The £1500 donation offered by Cavanna Homes for the benefit of the 
community would be awarded to the Victory Hall Trust for refurbishment 
and equipment for the kitchen.  

3. Following a meeting of the Community Resilience Working Party, 
administrative amendments would be made to the Community 
Emergency Plan. A desktop exercise to test the plan’s implementation 
would take place. 

4. Notification had been received from the Victory Hall Trust that the hire 
rates had increased. 

5. Cllrs Aird, Madge and the Clerk had attended meetings with Coffee on 
the Corner and the Victory Hall Trust to consider options about how any 
transfer of assets would be managed following the dissolution of Coffee 
on the Corner Community Interest Company.  

6. The tennis net winder had been repaired by an innovative member of the 
community and the court could now be used. The lacing bars for the net 
had not been located and a replacement set had been ordered. Thanks 
were extended to the community member for their assistance. 

7. A resident had suggested that a gate could be installed on the boundary 
between Crockwells Meadow and Gissons Field to prevent dogs running 
out of the field and into the children’s play area. Following discussion 
with Cllrs, the Clerk had responded explaining that a gate would 
decrease accessibility for wheelchair users and those with pushchairs. 

8. A response regarding signage for the cycle path through the village had 
been received from Devon County Council. The signs had to comply with 
specifications, and it was possible that DCC would source them. 

9. A response to the Parish Council’s letter to Teignbridge District Council 
regarding planning matters (pipework diameters and building for life) had 
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been received and forwarded to the Environment Working Party for 
comment.  

EWP 

22/276 To consider the format for this year’s Remembrance Sunday 

Reverend Williams had asked whether it would be possible to revert to the 
original Remembrance Sunday format, now that the Covid restrictions had 
been withdrawn.  

In the past, the Civic Service started in the Victory Hall with observation of the 
two minutes silence in the Church following a procession from the Victory Hall. 

Some members of the public preferred to observe the silence at the War 
Memorial in the Victory Hall, although it was acknowledged that there was a 
Hospital Memorial in the Church. 

It was suggested that as a compromise, and to accommodate both 
preferences, the Victory Hall could remain open for those who wished to 
observe the silence at the War Memorial while others processed to the 
Church.  

The arrangements for the Civic Service last year had worked well and 
elements could be incorporated into future plans. 

The Clerk would liaise with Reverend Williams.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

JD 

 PROPERTY & AMENITIES MATTERS  

22/277 To consider a request from the Exminster Scout Group to hold a firework 

display on Deepway Green on Friday 4 November 2022 

It was resolved to agree to the request subject to satisfactory insurance being 
in place.  

 

 

JD 

 FINANCE MATTERS  

22/278 Accounts for Approval  

It was resolved to approve payments in the sum of £162.00 

 

HH 

 PLANNING MATTERS  

22/279 Planning Decisions 

1. 22/00572/FUL, 33 Crockwells Road - Division of existing house to create 
two dwellings – GRANTED 

2. 22/00943/CLDP, 52 Miller Way - Certificate of lawfulness for proposed 
widening of existing structural openings and installation of new bi-fold 
doors to rear elevation and relocate existing door and window on side 
elevation 
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3. 21/02439/HOU, 1 Minster Road - Rear extension, loft conversion with 
side dormer windows and alterations – GRANTED 

 OTHER PLANNING MATTERS  

22/280 To note any planning matters regarding the Matford development 

1. Planning 

No planning matters to report.  

2. Community Centre 

A report on fact finding visits to the Cranbrook Education Campus and 
the Newcourt Community Centre had been circulated. 

a. Cranbrook 

Cllr Smith and the Deputy Clerk met with the Headteacher of 
Cranbrook School and the newly appointed Headteacher of 
Matford Brook Academy and had a tour of the campus. There 
were currently permanent bases in the school for public health 
care (community midwives and health visitors) and a foodbank 
was being established on site. There was a large sports hall (4 
badminton courts) that was bookable from 5pm daily during term 
time and longer hours during school holidays. Matford Brook 
Academy would be operated in a similar way and also had the 
benefit of an auditorium. 

b. Newcourt 

Cllrs Aird, Smith and the Deputy Clerk visited on Thursday 23 
June. The centre is operated by Newcourt Community 
Association and the building is leased from Exeter City Council. 
A manager is on site every weekday morning and at other times 
there are intercom systems in every room to enable event 
organisers to buzz other users in. As the ceilings were low, the 
rooms would not be suitable for racquet sports, but yoga, 
Pilates, marshall arts and circuit training were possible. There 
was a variety of room sizes, with the largest accommodating 150 
(seated). The centre was well used and a meeting would be set 
up with the Trustees to discuss the financial operation. 

The visits were thought provoking and it appeared that Matford Brook 
Academy would provide much of what was originally planned for the 
Community Facility and, perhaps, a building closer to the Newcourt 
model should be explored. 

Concern was expressed about the opening of the school and the 
incorrect impression that it would be open to all year-groups from 
September 2023.  
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22/281 Councillors’ Reports – for information only 

1. Cllr Churchward reported that the Environment Working Party meeting 
had not been quorate so no business could be transacted. 

Jeremy Pyne’s presentation on the Exminster Nature Recovery Project 
was available on YouTube. 

2. Cllr May reported that she had been approached by a resident 
concerned about overnight stays in motor homes on Station Road.  

This was not within the remit of the Parish Council.   

 

22/282 Public Open Session – (Maximum 10 minutes) 

Comments: 

1. Repairs to the wall between Gissons and the end of Crockwells Road 
were underway. 

 

 

The meeting closed at: 20:20 

Date of next meeting:  Monday 18 July 2022 at 19:30 in the Victory Hall 

 

Signed:……Kevin Smith………….  Date:…18 July 2022……… 

 


